
In France, some rouge  states 
are about to turn bleu .

This past week, at dinner with 
my host family, the topic of the 
ongoing French regional elections 

came up. The 
streets of Par-
is have been lit-
tered with cam-
paign posters 

for every party imaginable, one for 
every shade of political belief.

They found it crazy that, 
even in a politics-obsessed coun-
try like ours (an impression I’m 
pretty sure they’ve gotten from 
watching dubbed episodes of 
“The West Wing”  on DVD), 
there were really only two ma-
jor choices plastering walls with 
posters each electoral season.

This became a full-out Amer-
ican civics lesson. How does the 
president get elected? What is an 
“electoral college”? I can’t even 
explain that in English.

Then, they asked point-blank 
who I voted for, what I thought 
of Barack Obama , what party I 
identifi ed with.

So I turned the question back 
onto them: Who did you vote for 
in the 2007  French presidential 
election?

In unison, they responded: 
Nicolas Sarkozy . My host moth-
er explained that while they were 
never exactly fans of Sarkozy’s 
overindulgence and personality 
(he’s known as president “bling-
bling” here because of his over-
the-top fl ashiness, and wife Car-
la Bruni’s  exploits don’t exactly 
help the image), Sarkozy was the 

lesser of two evils.
They called Segolene Royal , 

Sarkozy’s Socialist Party  chal-
lenger, simply folle, or crazy. 
Sarkozy was, to them, the only 
realistic choice, but that doesn’t 
mean they particularly liked him.

As regional elections drew to 
a close yesterday, it seems much 
of France feels the same way.

Sarkozy’s party, the conserva-
tive Union for a Popular Move-
ment , is predicted to fare terribly 
in the polls. After a fi rst round 
of voting last week, the UMP re-
ceived just under 40 percent of 
votes to the Socialist party’s 53 
percent.

The backlash comes as many 
French citizens remain angry 
over Sarkozy’s handling of the 
economy in the past years. The 
monstrous fl op of his “national 
identity” debates, attempts to re-
form immigration and distract-
ing public and tabloid persona 
haven’t been forgotten, either.

Across the country, typically 
right-leaning regions are expect-
ed to veer a little to the left.

Additionally, voter turnout 
has reportedly been miserable, 
with several polling places in po-
litically active neighborhoods 
standing empty for stretches of 
time.

These regional elections are 
expected to be a sort of prelim-
inary test for Sarkozy’s chanc-
es in the 2012 Presidential elec-
tions.

So far, it looks like president 
“bling-bling” is going to be out 
of a job.

 I N D I A N A  D A I L Y  S T U D E N T  |  M O N D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 2 ,  2 0 1 0 

6NATION&WORLD Allison Tyra
amtyra@indiana.edu

EDITOR

This summer, experience one of the world’s top-ranked universities—in 

one of the nation’s great college towns. Boston University Summer Term 

has 700 courses to choose from, in over 70 subjects. Study with award-
winning faculty. Fulfi ll your academic goals. And fall in  with Boston.

Learn. Explore. Discover.

Summer 1: May 18-June 25
Summer 2: June 28-August 6

An equal opportunity, affi rmative action institution. 

Learn more at bu.edu/summer.

Fiery festivities
After months of fundraising 

and construction, huge works of art 
fi lled the streets of Valencia  on the 
last day of the festival of Las Fallas. 
The goal for the night of March 19 : 
burn all 760  pieces to the ground.

So ended the week-long festival. 
Creations large and small were 
torched in a celebration called La 
Cremà  (“The Burning”).

Parades, fi reworks, and fl oral 
offerings to the Virgin Mary  
preceded the fi res, lit between 
10 p.m. Friday and 1 a.m. Saturday.

The tradition likely dates back to 
pagan times as a celebration of the 
upcoming spring and fi re.

When Catholicism  came to Spain, 
the festival was attached to the feast 
of St. Joseph , patron of carpenters. In 
the version offered by the Marqués 
de Cruïlles , carpenters burned the 
lamps they had used during the 
winter on the eve of the feast.

— Alex Farris

For more photos, see 
idsnews.com/multimedia

Drug cartels 
still actively 
infi ltrating 
US security

WA S H I N G T O N ,  D . C . VA L E N C I A ,  S PA I N

Earlier this month, students, con-
cerned citizens and members of the 
press crammed into a hearing room 
on Capitol Hill . Before them sat Sen-
ator Mark Pryor , D-Ark. , who appar-

ently represented 
an entire subcom-
mittee of the Sen-
ate’s Committee on 
Homeland Securi-
ty . He convened a 
hearing about on-

going corruption problems among 
the agencies tasked with protecting 
American borders.

Tom Frost , assistant inspector 
general of investigations  at the De-
partment of Homeland Security , ex-
plained the drug cartels approached 
border workers in multiple agencies 
with sophisticated tactics. They are 
able, he claims, to isolate workers of 
vulnerable integrity and bribe them to 
work for their side. Some will do this 
for “remarkably low sums of money,” 
while others, as in the case of a bor-
der patrol agent and former El Paso  
police offi cer, were bribed with what 
amounted to $5 million for their ser-
vices. This shows both how lucrative 
working for drug cartels can be and 
how valuable it is to the cartels to ac-
quire inside operatives.

Unfortunately, it seems relatively 
easy to do. The list of border security 
breaches reads like the plot of a sea-
son of “24”  — border patrol agents 
waving along cars they know to be 
carrying marijuana, Transportation 
Security Administration  agents selling 
“security checked” tags to be fi tted to 
bags carrying cocaine onto airplanes. 
Even a Mexican chief of police was 
caught trying to bribe a border patrol 
agent to smuggle marijuana.

In a hearing full of facts and fi g-
ures, two statistics stood out above 
all the others. The U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection’s  protocol insists 
that every new hire must be subject 
to a polygraph test to prevent infi ltra-
tion. However, of all new hires, only 
10 percent receive polygraph tests. Of 
those who do get tested, 60 percent 
are found “unsuitable.”

“That number is alarming to me,” 
Senator Pryor carefully understated.

James Tomsheck  from CBP’s Of-
fi ce of Internal Affairs  asserted this 
was due to limited resources and that 
he needed 50 more polygraph testers 
to get the job done.

While Senator Pryor was in charge 
of asking the questions, Assistant Di-
rector Kevin Perkins  of the FBI’s 
Criminal Investigative Division  rhe-
torically offered one of his own: If 
employees are willing to let in drugs, 
why not improvised explosive devic-
es?
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Internet trade poses serious 
risk to endangered species

BY MICHAEL CASEY
The Associated Press

The Internet  has emerged 
as one of the greatest threats 
to rare species, fueling the il-
legal wildlife trade and mak-
ing it easier to buy everything 
from live baby lions to wine 
made from tiger bones, con-
servationists said Sunday.

The Web’s impact was 
made clear at the meeting of 
the 175-nation Convention on 
International Trade in Endan-
gered Species , or CITES. Del-
egates voted overwhelmingly 
Sunday to ban the trade of the 
Kaiser’s spotted newt , which 
the World Wildlife Fund  said 
has been devastated by the In-
ternet trade.

A proposal from the United 
States  and Sweden  to regulate 
the trade in red and pink cor-
al — which is crafted into ex-
pensive jewelry and sold ex-
tensively on the Web — was 
defeated, mostly over con-
cerns the increased regula-
tions might impact poor fi sh-
ing communities.

“The Internet is becom-
ing the dominant factor overall 
in the global trade in protected 
species,” said Paul Todd , a cam-
paign manager for the Interna-
tional Fund for Animal Welfare . 

The IFAW has done sever-
al surveys of illegal trade on 
the Web and found thousands 
of species are sold on auction 
sites, classifi ed ads and chat 

rooms, mostly in the United 
States but also Europe , Chi-
na , Russia  and Australia . Most 
of what is traded is illegal Af-
rican  ivory, but the group has 
also found exotic birds and 
rare products such as tiger-
bone wine and pelts from pro-
tected species like polar bears 
and leopards.

A 2009 survey by the group 
Campaign Against the Cruelty 
to Animals  targeted the Internet 
trade in Ecuador , fi nding offers 
to sell live capuchin monkeys, 
lion cubs and ocelots.

“As the Internet knows no 
borders, it causes several new 
problems regarding the en-
forcement of the protection 
of endangered species,” the 
group said in its report.

According to a study by the 
WWF, the newt is coveted in 
the pet trade. Numbering only 
around 1,000, about 200 annu-
ally are being traded over the 
years, mostly through a Ukra-
nian Web site.

“The Internet itself isn’t the 
threat, but it’s another way to 
market the product,” said Er-
nie Cooper , who spearheaded 
the investigation into the newt 
for TRAFFIC Canada . “The 
Kaiser’s spotted newt, for ex-
ample, is expensive and most 
people are not willing to pay 
$300 for a salamander. But 
through the power of the In-
ternet, tapping into the global 
market, you can fi nd buyers.”

The 32 species of red and 

pink coral are harvested in the 
Mediterranean  and turned into 
expensive jewelry either in It-
aly  or cheaper places like Tai-
wan  and China , according to 
marine conservation group 
SeaWeb .

It is the most widely trad-
ed and valuable of all precious 
corals but has no international 
protection, resulting in a brisk 
international trade in the spe-
cies, the group claims.

Opposition to the propos-
al was led by Japan , joined by 
several coastal states includ-
ing Indonesia , Malaysia  and 
Iceland , all arguing the cor-
als are crucial to the survival 
of local communities and are 
not overharvested.

Meanwhile, delegates ap-
proved a voluntary conserva-
tion plan for endangered tigers 
that calls for tougher legisla-
tion in countries home to the 
big cats to tackle widespread 
smuggling and boost money 
spent on law enforcement.

The British plan also calls 
for countries to better control ti-
ger farms and phase out tradi-
tional medicine markets which 
fuel demand for tiger parts.

Tiger numbers have plum-
meted because of human en-
croachment, the loss of nine-
tenths of their habitat and 
poaching to supply the ille-
gal trade. Their numbers have 
fallen from 100,000 at the be-
ginning of the 20th century to 
around 3,600 today.
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President ‘bling-bling’ 
down in polls
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